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DVSA Taxi Driver Assessments

DVSA (and previously DSA) have been conducting Taxi Driver Assessments for

participating Local Authorities since 1999. Demand has increased over the years, with a
throughput in 2015-16 of approximately 23,000 and a forecast of 28,000 for the business
year 2017-18. ‘ :

These assessments now requiré considerable examiner resource, at a time when the
demand for statutory tests is at an all-time high. The Agency is under pressure to reduce
car test waiting times and in order to achieve this, we need to prioritise our activities.

Regrettably, a decision has been made to withdraw the provision of Taxi Assessments
with effect from 31 December 2016. We understand that this will be a disappointment and
inconvenience to those Local Authorities who currently require their taxi drivers to pass the
DVSA assessment.

The Agency also recognises the road safety benefits of such an assessment; therefore, we
would point out that there are potential providers such as road safety charities and Driving
Instructor representative bodies, who may be interested in providing an alternative service.
Details of these organisations can be easily obtained by submitting a general internet
search.

Yours faithfully

Neil Wilson
Head of Driver and Driver Training Policy

Safety Standards Service



